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Subject Description Form 
 
Please read the notes at the end of the table carefully before completing the form. 
 

Subject Code APSS229 

Subject Title Introduction to Politics 

Credit Value 3 

Level 2 

Pre-requisite / Co-
requisite / 
Exclusion 

Nil 

Assessment 
Methods 

 

100%    Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment Group Assessment 

1.Seminar presentation and 
participation 

-- 20 % 

2.Quiz 40 % -- 

3.Group Project 40 % -- 

         

Objectives 

 

 To enable the students: 
 
1. to acquire an understanding of the basic political concepts and processes that 

affect social life; 
2. to develop their analytical skills in tackling political issues and debating political 

ideologies; and 
3. to enhance their political awareness in a ‘shrinking’ world. 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

1. apply the basic political concepts and theories to analyze political issues and 
debates 

2. reflect upon the political ideologies underlying social life with a critical stance 
3 identify the political consequences of globalization with particular emphasis on 

economic modernization 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

1. Introduction – The study of politics & political science 
2. Key concepts in political science 
3. Political Ideologies and Political Theory 
4. Authoritarianism & Totalitarianism  
5. Democracy – Theory and Practice 
6. Elections, Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Public Opinion 
7. Political Socialization and Civic Culture 
8. International politics & globalization 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

(Note 3) 

Lectures and seminars are employed to facilitate students’ learning of the subject.  The 
lectures introduce students to the major political concepts and theories.  The instructors 
also demonstrate the basic skills of conceptual analysis and critical inquiry.  In the 
seminars, students are encouraged to discuss and analyse various social and political 
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issues with reference to those concepts and skills they have learnt. 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 
Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 
assessed (Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e  

1.Seminar presentation    
  and participation 

20% 
      

2. Quiz 40%       

3.Group Project Report 40%       

Total  100 %  

 
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended 
learning outcomes: 

Seminars are essential to develop students’ analytical ability, verbal communication 
skills and ability to work as a team. 

In their group projects, students will have a chance elaborate their arguments in written 
form, to deepen their analysis, and to organize the material in a systematic and logical 
manner.  

Students’ knowledge of the subject in terms of its broadness will also be assessed by 
means of a quiz, thus complementing the other forms of assessment. 

Student Study 
Effort Required  
 

Class contact:  

 Lecture 28 Hrs. 

 Seminar 14 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Pre-reading 40-50 Hrs. 

 Preparation for seminar presentation & written paper 60-80 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  100-130 Hrs. 

Medium of 
Instruction 

English supplemented with Chinese 

Medium of 
Assessment 

English 

Reading List and 
References 

Recommended Textbook 
 
Grigsby, Ellen (2009).  Analyzing Politics: An Introduction to Political Science. 4th 

edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
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Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the 
subject. Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    
 
Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus 
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the 
syllabus should be avoided.  
 
Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate 
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  
 
Note 4: Assessment Method 
This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of 
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief 
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.  


